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Railway which was the first report of the Railway Rates
Advisory Committee to be published    The complaint was
that, m 1926, the Railway Company extended preferential
treatment to the B B & C T Railway Indian Cooperative
Association at Ajmer by granting the rate of 0 10 pie
per maund per mile to the Association    The contention
of the Railway was that the members of the Association
were all employees of the Railway and that only its own
men stood to enjoy the benefits of: snch treatment and
that, in consequence, the company was not exercising any
discrimination that could possibly come under the meaning
of Section 42 of the Indian Railway Act of 1890    The
complainants, however, averred that some 50,000 people
stood to benefit by this preference out of a total population
of  about  113,000  in  1926    The   Association,   it  would
appear, was started as a thrift society intended to help
the employees and their dependents, most of whom drew
a salary of Rs  30 and less    The principal articles dealt
with were wheat, barley, bajra, gram and pulse, jaggery
and sugar, and the gross purchases for the year ending
March 1926 was over Rs   23 lakhs and the amount of
preference   actually  shown   on  the traffic in   1926 was
Rs   45,211-13-0,   that   is, the   difference  in  the freight
actually paid at the preferential rate and that payable at
the rate available for the general public  As a consequence,
the  complainants   added,   the  grain merchants  suffered
severe loss of custom amounting to nearly Rs  4 5 lakhs
in 1925-26.   They further contended that the Association
was functioning like any other private trader selling to
people other than the railway employees and that as the
vast  majority  of the beneficiaries were  not   low  paid
employees,  the Association failed  in its  ideal of " the
promotion of thnft and economic interest, encouragement
of self-help and cooperation amongst its members and to
raise funds for providing all daily necessaries of life at
the lowest possible rates "
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